
Sindh government’s legal assistance program frees helpless flood-hit 
labourers, families  

(Karachi): Labourers in Sindh, who were already living below the 
poverty line, have been devastated by floods, and resultantly, 
became easy prey to greedy landlords in the province. 

There have been a substantial number of landlords that are 
committing human rights violations against labourers that live and 
work on their land. 

In a bid to provide relief to the suffering labourers and vulnerable 
communities, the Sindh government’s Human Rights Department 
initiated a legal assistance program. 

The program titled “Legal Assistance and Awareness Program for 
Vulnerable Communities Across Sindh” was launched in June, 2022 
in association with the Legal Aid Society (LAS).  

The program gives preference to the cases of orphans, old age 
citizens, women-related issues and victims of domestic violence. 

During the floods the HRD’s program has supported many 
labourers. LAS has played a vital role in this regard. One of the cases, 
amid floods, became a "success story" when LAS’ advocate Housh 
Muhammad filed a Section 491 Habeas Corpus application in the 
district court of Sanghar.  

The complainants told LAS Sanghar that their son has been forcefully 
detained by a landlord on his property and is forcing him to take 
care of his livestock which includes walking in 5-7 feet of floodwater 
to collect food for the landlord’s livestock, endangering the life of the 
youth to protect his livestock. 

The parents had tears in their eyes, shivering hands were even 
unable to hold their hearts, they were broken and became a portrait 
of misery. Striving to take them into confidence and raise their 



morale, Advocate Housh tried to make them believe for his sincere 
support.  

Housh filed the Section 491 Habeus Corpus application against the 
Landlord in which he also added the concerned SHO and SSPs of the 
area as respondents to expedite the release of the youth from the 
landlord’s detention. The police department expediently recovered 
the youth from the landlord’s confinement and returned him to his 
family.  

  

Another landlord in Sanghar had detained an entire family of a 
labourer who worked for him, the family included 5 children of the 
labourer’s family.  

The labourer was able to leave the property but his wife and 
children all remained in the flood water and were not even 
permitted to go and sit outside the landlord’s property which had 
some dry spots to sit on.  

Advocate Naeem Ahmed filed a Section 491 Habeus Corpus 
application in the district court of Sanghar. At the time of filing the 
application, Advocate Naeem also added the concerned police 
officials to engage them in the release of the family.  

The police department expediently recovered the entire family from 
their confinement even though some of their belongings including 
their personal livestock remains confined within the landlord’s land. 



The families were thankful to LAS for all the efforts they have made 
in protecting them from a very harmful and dangerous situation.    

 


